Conclusion of Violations Report No, 15

From 01/01,2015 Till 30/06/2015

Number of
Numbers of People Affected
Cases
1 Arrest 3 3
2 Beaten 2 4
3 Threatened to kill 2 2
4 Prevent 5 9
Total 12 18 Journalists
Defence Committee of Press Freedom
and the Rights of Journalists in Kurdistan Region
No, Name Job Title Place | Cell Phone No,
1 | Hameed Abubakir Badirkhan Secretar of Committe Erbil 0750 455 5878
2 | Jamal Hussain Decider of Committe Erbil 0750 402 6878
3 | Khoshnav Jameel Member of Committe Duhok 0750 450 9838
4 | Smko Abdulkareem Member of Committe Erbil 0750 451 0554
5 | Karwan Anwar Member of Committe | Sulaimany 0770 156 4382
6 | Viyan Abbas Member of Committe Duhok 0750 765 4238
7 | Mahdi Zryan Member of Committe Kirkuk 0770 132 8967
8 | Akram Sulaiman Member of Committe Ninava 0750 449 9548
9 | Jawad Kadim Member of Committe | Baghdad 0770 507 8489
10 |Ismael Ibraheem Member of Committe Soran 0750 460 9787
11 | Aram Akram Member of Committe Kalam 0770 136 0514
12| Amal Bajalan Member of Committe | Garmyan 0770 012 9732
Hameed Badirkhan Jamal Hussain Khoshnav Jameel
Secretary of Committee Decider of Committee Member of Committe
07504555878 07504026878 07504509838

bedirxanpp@gmail.com

jamal_khailani@yahoo.com

khoshnav4@hotmail.com

Designed By: Ayoub Mohammed Babakir
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No Journalist Name

Job Title

Threatened to kill | (2) Cases

Violation

Violation Type

1 Ari Sabir

Reporter

KNN

10/3/2015

Place

Koya

He was insulted and black-
mailed after publishing
a report about the disap-
pearance of schools gas in
Koye by an education ad-
ministrators son. Then the
journalist registered a com-
plaint at the police.

2 | Mofaq Mohammed

Reporter

Iraq

Network

7/5/2015

Kirkuk

While doing their jour-
nalism works, they were
blackmailed by two peo-
ple if they go on the jour-
nalism work.

No Journalist Name

Job Title

Prevent | (5) Cases

Violation

Place

Violation Type

Gailan Mohammed Reporter Kurdsat They are not permissible by
1 ) 3/1/2015 Duhok | Mendan police station to
Faisal Abbas Cameraman News do their journalism works.
To prepare a report about
Peshmerge forces victo-
Tayf Adil Goran Reporter Badinan ies i i
5 yt P 1922015 | Duhok ries in Bashik center, theY
Faisal Abbas Cameraman Sat were not allowed by Sekani
police station to do their
work.
For preparing a report
Sulaymani about troubles between
News employees and banks in
3 | Peshkawt Abdulla Reporter 2/4/2015 | Kirkuk |Kerkukthey were not al-
Network lowed to prepare it al-
SNN though they were stopped
for half an hour.
Tayf Adil Goran Reporter Badinan They are not allowed by
4 ) 10/5/2015 | pDuyhok | Sardek police stations to do
Jalal Ghazi Goran | Cameraman Sat their jobs.
To live stream the oil crisis
Hersh Mohammed Reporter i i
5 1% NRT 21/6/2015 Erbil in Shoresh gas station, they
Ahmed Omer Cameraman were stopped by the sta-

tions police.
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Arrest | (3) Cases

Violation
No Journalist Name Job Title > Violation Type
ace

Because of expressing his
ideas during an interview
at Badinan sat channel,
1 Sabah Atrushi | Correspondent | Freelance | 2/2/2015 | Duhok |he was arrested by the
police by judges decision
and they set him free at
15\4\2015

Because of publishing a
video in Islam Paik site,

Komal which the video did not
2 | Dishad Ali Hartaly Journalist News | 24/6/2015 Erbil relate to this journalist.
Website Upon the minister of edu-

cations complaint he was
arrested for one day.

After publishing a finan-
cial control report about
3 | Jala Zorab Horeny | gditor in Chief | Press |25/6/2015 Kalar | Kelars departments, he
Website was arrested for 6 days by

Aga

judge’s decision.

Beaten | (2) Cases

Media Violation
No Journalist Name Job Title Date Violation Type
Org. Place

While preparing a report
about distributing smart

Mazin Shangal Reporter
1 galy p KNN 26/5/2015 | Duhok cards they 'were attacked
Mohammed Sidqy | Cameraman by the police. Although

they were bitten and have
been arrested for one hour.

While broadcasting the de-
struction of transgressed
Hana Isamail Reporter houses in Mamzawe in
2 KNN 28/6/2015 Erbil Erbil. Although they were
Goran Lateef Cameraman bitten and their journalism
equipments were taken
from them by police forces.
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Report 15

From 01/01,2015 Till 30/06/2015

Arrest | (3) Cases

Beaten | (2) Case

Threatened to kill | (2) Cases

Prevent | (5) Cases
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ing journalists. The Federation ran a three-week
campaign this year to hold governments ac-
countable for the lack of investigation of crimes
against journalists, which leads to the erosion of
freedom of expression across the world.

The Federation has also been one of the main
initiators of the Council of Europe’s Online
Platform for the Promotion of Journalism and
the Safety of Journalists, which has now become
one of the most trusted observatories to record
violations of journalists’ rights across Europe,
with a view to promoting their safety.

“The IFJ reports over the last 25 years have
clearly shown that journalists and media staff
have become easy targets because there is very
little respect for national and international laws
that are supposed to protect them,” added An-
thony Bellanger, IFJ General Secretary. “The
current levels of violence against media work-
ers have served as a wake-up call. They have
opened a small window of opportunity to take
drastic action to enforce these legal provisions,
which should not be missed.”

The statistics on journalists and media staff
killed in 2015 are as follows
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As of 31 December 2015, the IFJ has recorded
the following cases of killings:

- Targeted, bomb attacks and cross-fire killings:
109

- Accidents and Natural Disasters
Deaths : 3

- Total Number of Deaths: 112
Among countries with the highest numbers of
media killings are:

Related

Journalists

No Country Killed
1 France 11

2 Iraq 10

3 Yaman 10
4 Mexico 8

5 India 7

6 Philippines 7

7 honduras 6

8 South Sudan 6

9 Syria 5

Kurdistan Syndicate Journalists condemns the attacks
on the newspaper (Charlie Hebdo) in front of the French Consulate in Erbil
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IFJ backs Iraqi affiliate’s legal & Ir'

action against closure of media h ©
houses in the Kurdistan region Il J =

2015 has been another deadly year for journal-
ists, with at least 109 journalists and media staff
killed in targeted killings, bomb attacks and
cross-fire incidents, according to the annual re-
port published today by the International Fed-
eration of Journalists (IFJ).

The IFJ 2015 list names the 109 journalists and
media staff killed across 30 countries, together
with 3 who died of accidental deaths. It marks a
small drop from last year when 118 killings and
17 accidents were recorded.

This year, the killing of journalists in the Ameri-
cas topped the toll, at 27 dead. For the second
year in a row, the Middle East comes second,
with 25 deaths. Asia Pacific comes third, with
21—adrop on last year due to the big fall in vio-
lence in Pakistan. Africa is in fourth place with
19 dead, followed by Europe with 16.

2015 was marked, in particular, by an increase
in targeted terrorist attacks against journalists.
French journalists paid a disproportionately
high price when terrorists gunned down media
workers at the French satirical magazineCharlie
Hebdo in Paris. In the United States, the kill-
ing by a disgruntled ex-employee of two former
colleagues at US TV WDBJ in Virginia took
place in front of a global TV audience during a
live transmission.

“I reiterate once again my call to UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon and the heads of UN
agencies to enforce international laws protect-
ing journalists. The attacks in Paris shocked the
world and put on the world stage the tragedy
of the drip-drip slaughter of journalists world-
wide, which are today the only professional
group that pays so dearly for just doing the job,”

said Jim Boumelha, IFJ President. “Sadly, there
were scores of unreported killings and unless
the journalist is a well-known by-lined corre-
spondent the world barely notices. Journalism
is put daily to the sword in many regions of the
world, where extremists, drug lords and reckless
warring factions continue murdering journalists
with impunity.”

In the Middle East, the IFJ has recorded an esca-
lation of violence targeting media professionals
by extremists in Iraq and Yemen, where there
was a spike in killings and kidnappings, mainly
of local journalists covering their cities, com-
munities and countries.

In Latin America, the killings are mostly at the
hands of drug lords who operate across bor-
ders, particularly in Mexico, putting journalists
who investigate drug trafficking in the region at
greater risk.

In the Asia Pacific, the IFJ has witnessed a spi-
raling climate of hostility toward media work-
ers in the Philippines that has seen 7 journalists
killed across the country and makes Philippines
the deadliest place in the region. The Federation
is particularly concerned over the state of impu-
nity that surrounds killings of media workers in
the country.

The Federation, which will publish its 25th full
report on journalists and media staff killed in
January 2016, says the momentum in recent
years to promote greater media protection must
lead to genuine steps to curb violence on me-
dia professionals. The Federation is urging the
UN to take concrete measures through its Ac-
tion Plan for the Safety of Journalists and take a
strong stand against impunity for crimes target-
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Report of the Committee for the Defense

From 01,01,2014 Till 31,12,2014

No. Type Nug; l:: of Numbers of People Affected
1 Murder 1 1
2 Attempted Murder 2 2
3 Shutting the Office 1 2
4 Beaten 11 21
> Arrest 2 2
6 Detention 3 11
7 Obstacles 5 9
8 Insults 1 1
9 Harassment 7 9
Total 33 58 Journalists

Comparison of 2014 with 2015

Years Number of Cases Number of the Vlolatefi Organizations &
Journalists

2014 33 58

2015 32 72

IFJ backs Iraqi affiliate’s legal
action against closure of media houses in the Kurdistan region

Brussels, 6 November 2015. - The International
Federation of Journalists (IFJ) today backed its Iraqi
Kurdistan affiliate, the Kurdistan Journalists Syndi-
cate (KJS), and its legal action against the security
forces in Kurdistan Region of [raq (KRG), following
the shutting down of two TV stations last October
without a court order.

The KIS said it took legal action against the closure
of two TV stations, NRT in Erbil city and KNN in
Dohouk last 10 October. The union accused the se-
curity forces of failing to “perform their legal obliga-
tion under Journalism Law No 35 applied in KRG”,
leaving no other option other than asking to courts
to intervene. In addition to the measure to close sta-
tions, several media offices have been attacked in the
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region and journalists have been accused of support-
ing rival political parties amid political tension be-
tween the ruling party of President MasoudBarzani
and the other parties.

“This action is a violation of press freedom and pub-
lic liberties,” said the KJS, while calling on the At-
torney General to enforce the law and order the reo-
pening of the closed media houses.

The IFJ supported the union, asking the authorities to
respect the independence of the press in the region.
“We stand by our affiliate in the Kurdistan region
of Iraq and urge the authorities to respect the law
and freedom of the press and stop interfering with
journalists» work of reporting the truth,” said the IFJ
President, Jim Boumelha.

Report of Violences




Report (16) of the Committee for the Defense

From 01,07,2015 Till 31,12,2015

No. Type Nug; ]Z: of Numbers of People Affected
1 Shutting the Office 2 16
2 Arson 1 1
3 Beaten 3 4
4 Imposed Obstacles 12 29
5 Detention 1 3
6 Insults 1 1
Total 20 54 Journalists

Report (15) of the Committee for the Defense

From 01,01,2015 Till 30,06,2015

No. Type Nug; 2: of Numbers of People Affected
1 Shutting the Office 2 16
2 Attempted Arson 1 1
3 Beaten 5 8
4 Arrest 3 3
> Obstacles 17 38
6 Harassment 2 2
7 Detention 1 3
8 Insults 1 1
Total 32 72 Journalists




Detention | (1) Case

Journalist Media Violation
No Job Title Date Violation Type
Name Org. Place
They wanted to report
Bahirka Camp»s
Karzan Karim | Responsible refugees but the Security
for Relations
1 Salih Herki R KNN 23/12/2015 Erbil Forces detained them
eporter
Jewdet Kheylani | Cameraman three hours and took
their work tools. They
were released later on.
Insults | (1) Case
Journalist Media Violation
No Job Title Date Violation Type
Name Org. Place
He was insulted
and  humiliated by
Sanger Abdul- .
1 Reporter Rudaw 2/8/2015 Erbil the bodyguards of
Rehman
Kurdistan Parliaments
Chairman.
Remarks:

- The Committee records all the violations within Kurdistan Region of Iraq concerning the journal-

ists. There are many violations against the journalists outside the Region and go unrecorded such

as Aras Jawad Kazim from Shafak News, insulted by an Officer in the Baghdad Airport because of

his Kurdish name only. He was much humiliated.

- In 2015, some complaints were raised to this Committee to be aware that jamming was thrown

upon some TV stations, websites, and Electronic Pages in Kurdistan Region as well as outside

Kurdistan.
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Baban Anwer

Nabaz Omer

Reporter
Cameraman

NRT

18/10/2015

Sulaimaniya

The Security Forces

don't allow them
to do their job
during the teachers'

demonstration.

Umed Chomani
Barzam M. mumin

Reporter

Cameraman

NRT

21/10/2015

Erbil

To do their job for
NRT,
Khabat town but the

they went to

Security Forces there
told them that it was
disallowed for NRT to

work there.

Mazin Shingali

Reporter

KNN

10/11/2015

Dohuk

To do his journalistic
job, he went to Shangal
but  the  Suheilan
Security Forces told
him it was not possible

for him to work there.

10

Rarad Omer
Sagvan Badih
Ahmed Shigali

Reporter
Cameraman
Reporter

Kurdsat News
Badinan Sat
Gali Kurdistan

12/11/2015

Dohuk

To do a journalistic
report, they  went
to Shangal but the
Suheilan Security
Forces told them it was
not possible for them

to work there.

11

Rarad Omer

Sagvan Badih

Sipan Amedi
Shorishvan Shawket

Reporter
Cameraman
Reporter
Cameraman

Kurdsat
Kurdsat
NRT
NRT

14/11/2015

Dohuk

To do a journalistic
report  about  the
Liberation of Shangal,
they went there, but
the Suheilan Security
Forces told them it was
not possible for them

to work there.

12

Mariwan M. Hassan
Mohammed Samad
Burhan Abdulla

Reporter
Reporter
Cameraman

KNN

23/12/2015

Erbil

They wanted to make
TV  report about
Prophet =~ Mohamed's
Birthday, but
Mekhmour Checkpoint
Security Forces
prevented them from

doing their job.




Obstacles | (12) Cases

Journalist Media Violation
No Job Title Date Violation Type
Name Org. Place
They were prevented
from  covering the
Ubed Rashafaey Reporter events in Mizy Village,
1| Mustahsin Ghazi | Cameraman Rudaw 29/7/2015 Duhok Gara Mountain, by the
Taban Fazil Media Worker PKK fighters during the
shelling of the Turkish
Jet Fighters.
The guards did not
Hersh Qadir Reporter allow them to cover the
B Erbil 20/8/2015 NRT
Ahmed Omer | Cameraman Five-Party meeting at
Sarad abdulla Hall.
Saman Najm Reporter Kurdsat
Hashid Shabi Forces in
Bestun Salam Reporter Kurdsat
3 25/8/2015 | Khanaquin | Sa>diya prevented them
Asan Najm Photographer | Rega TV
from doing their tasks.
Amir Ali Ismael Reporter Rega TV
Near the Ministry of
Hersh Qadir Reporter . Education, the guards
4 H]
Haval Jamal Cameraman NRT 7/10/2015 Erbil prevented NRT Team
from doing their job.
During covering the
demonstration against
lack of services,
Sulaimani : )
5 Soran Sahid Reporter N 10/10/2015 | Sulaimaniya | the Security =~ Forces
et
prevented him from
doing his job and his
camera is taken.
Altun Kopri Security
¢ | Aram Abdulla Reporter Kurdsat 10/ Erbil Forces prevent them
Aso Ali Cameraman News 12/1072015 from reaching Erbil and
humiliate them.
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Attempted Arson of Media Offices | (1) Case

Journalist Media Violation
No Job Title Date Violation Type
Name Org. Place
A group of demonstrators
attacked Rudaw Media
Erbil
Office in Sulamaniya
1 Rudaw Office Rudaw | 10.10.2015 | Duhok
trying to burn it. They
Soran
damaged the building
very much.
Beaten | (3) Cases
Journalist Media Violation
No Job Title Date Violation Type
Name Org. Place
During demonstration, he
1 Ari Mustafa Reporter KNN 10.10.2015 Rania .
is attacked and wounded.
During his journalistic
task near Sulaimaniya
Court of Justice, he
2 Emad Bilal Reporter Bas News | 15/12/2015 | Sulamaniya
is attacked by some
individuals. He is beaten
and his camera broken.
When the drivers were
expressing anger against
shutting Ibrahim Khalil
Rarad Omer Reporter Kurdsat Border gate by the
3 R 19/12/2015 | Zakho
Faruq Omer eporter NRT Security Forces of the

gate, they were attacked,
beaten and prevented

from work.




Shutting the Office | (2) Cases

Journalist Media Violation
No Job Title Date Violation Type
Name Org. Place
The  Security  Forces
decided to close KNN
Offices in Erbil, Duhok,
and Soran and arrested
Karzan Karim PR in Erbil
the journalists, sending
Kawa Khoshnaw Reporter
Erbil them to the other side of
Ziyad Ismael Reporter
1 10.10.2015 | KNN Duhok | Degalla checkpoint.
Nabaz Ahmed | Soran Office
Soran
Himdad Qadir Reporter
Remarks: Mr. Ziyad
Khalis Fikri Cameraman
Ismael was not sent to
Degalla, only they told
him to stop working in
Erbil as a journalist.
Kawa Abdul-Sattar | Erbil Office
Ahmed Qadir Cameraman The  Security  Forces
Beshad Shwani | Cameraman decided to close NRT TV
Umed Chomani Reporter Erbil Station in Erbil, Duhok,
rbi
Hersh Qadir Reporter and Soran Offices. The
2 10.10.2015 | NRT Duhok
Rebwar Kakeyi Reporter s journalists were taken to
oran
Shiraz Abdullah Reporter the other side of Degalla
Rekan Qadir | Media Worker checkpoint and were left
Abdou Rostayi Reporter there.
Hameed Mustafa | Photographer
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Report16

From 01,07,2015 Till 31,12,2015

Shutting the Office
Arson

Beaten

Imposed Obstacles
Detention

Insult

(2) Cases
(1) Cases

(3) Cases
(12) Cases
(1) Cases
(1) Cases
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No. 249 dated 29th Oct, 201, addressing a
Clarification to the Ministry of Culture.

In addition to all these things, the Kurdistan
Journalistsy Syndicate tried sincerely as
a professional and ethical effort to be
objective, detached and unprejudiced to/
against any political sides and record the
violations just as they happened, with full and
complete documentation at hand, without any
contradiction with the rules of legal autonomy.
Once more, we repeat and stress the fact that
everyone who goes to the Court of Justice, the
only Arbitrator will be the selfsame Court of
Justice. The Syndicate will be vociferous only
when Law (35) of 2007 fails to be implemented
as it should be. Regrettably, some of the law
courts are implementing different laws than
this one, at the expense of the journalists»
indisputable rights. We refer to the Letter No.
(1209) dated 2nd Jul, 2015 by the Council of
Justice (Information Directorate) and Letter No.
(1369) dated 5th Aug., 2015, by the Council
of Justice (Directorate of Relations and Legal
Affairs).

We would like to emphasize, once more, that
earlier on, there was a protocol signed by
us both. Likewise, the Kurdistan Journalists»
Syndicate in the past was cooperative and
coordinating with the Council of Justice in the
entire lIraq. We took part the Conference on
the law courts specialized in journalists> cases
under the motto «Is it necessary to have special
law courts for the journalists or not?» we were
the ones who organized this conference and
expected to have meetings in this respect; we
expected to discuss the ideas and opinions
of the Conference. But, sadly, the Council of
Justice in Kurdistan came forward with no
steps in this respect. However, we regard the
response from this council to the reports from
the Kurdistan Journalistsy Syndicate as a very
positive initiative.

One of the complaints of the Kurdistan
Journalistsy Syndicate in the previous reports
was that the response from the competent
authorities failed to come to us at the proper
time. But Letter No. (2146) dated 18th Mar,
2015 from the Cabinet of Ministers to Ministry
of Interior demanded the follow-up of the report

from the Committee for the Defense of the
Kurdistan Journalists Syndicate. Also, the letter
demanded that a special meeting be made
including representatives from the Ministry
of Peshmerga, the Council of Human Rights,
the Governorate, the Administrative Units, the
Security and the Police Force, in addition to the
Chairman of the Journalistsy Syndicate. The
meeting was supposed to put an end to the
violations, to give necessary instructions and
recommendations to the competent authorities.
Likewise, the competent authorities that are not
part of the Regional Government also took part,
along with the Chairman of the Journalists»
Syndicate. This meeting produced a committee
to follow up the reports of the syndicate. Two
more meetings were held. Finally, the Ministry
of Interior sent Letter No. (22267) dated 26th
Oct, 2015 with reference to both meetings
dated 6th Aug., 2015 and 13th Aug., 2015 in
response to Report No. (15) of the Kurdistan
Journalistsy Syndicate. Doubtlessly, we regard
that response as an important sign that is
also a proof to conclude that the Ministry of
Interior deserves praise and it is also a healthy
sign. The report includes much information
and in the future it will be within reach to have
mutual understanding as well as more clarity.
The Committee of Defense will deal with
cooperation and coordination with the Ministry
of Interior for follow-up and to seek the truth
supported evidence and documents.

At last, we are filled with hope that 2016 will be
the year to expand the freedom of journalists
in Kurdistan Region. We also request the
media and the journalists to work within the
International rules and regulations, and to
perform their job professionally.

Committee for the Defense of Freedom
of the Press and the Rights of
Journalists in Kurdistan
31st Dec, 2015

31 | CBLsW VT 80 | @8l ¢V dusely | The 16" Report of Violences



the Committee for the solidarity with the
Freedom of the press regarding the situation
of journalism in Kurdistan

Introduction

While the Committee for the Defense of
Freedom of the Press and the Rights of
Journalists in Kurdistan publishes the Report
No. (16), the Kurdistan Region, including the
territories recently liberated by Peshmerga,
faces two unwanted exceptional facts. They are:
the complexity of the political scene, and the
bitter struggle against the ISIS terrorist group.
The International Community is unanimous in
regarding Kurdistan Region as the Basis and
the focal point in the massive confrontation
with terrorism. Consequently, the conditions
of the press, the facts and figures regarding
the violations against the journalists are 100%
reliable indications pointing out to how much
the Media and the Press is professional and
enjoy freedom of expression. The truth is that
the situation is unstable, which makes room for
exceptional data-items to come by; that means,
the data are unable to reflect the normal, civil
activities and objectives of he people. In this
respect most of the violations are linked with
media attempts to get information on what is
happening on the frontlines of the battlefields. It
is common knowledge that the battlefield in the
Kurdistan Region is wide and broad, including
combatant activities in Duhok, Mosul, and
Kirkuk during the past six months.

One of the clearest violations was the offshoot
of a political knot that is the forced shutting
down of KNN and NRT TV Offices. In our view,
this is a deviation from Law No. (35)of 2007. The
Council of the Kurdistan Journalists> Syndicate
expressed their standpoint in a statement on
11th Oct, 2015. It was the professional and legal
duty of the Syndicate to defend the basis and
the foundations of the freedom of expression in
Kurdistan Region within the framework of Law

- ',.- ; >

No. (35) of 2007. In essence, this Law was the
embodiment of the Syndicates> program in 2007
and the Chairman of the Syndicate forwarded
a request to the Supreme Court, to the Public
Rights Body, to voice objections and to provide
a legal way to address the forced shutting down
of the two TV Stations. On 10th Oct, 2015, the
two of NRT (TV) were reopened in both Duhok
and Hawler (Erbil). Doubtlessly, the Syndicate
meanwhile was doing their best efforts with the
competent authorities, like IFJ (International
Federation of Journalists) to express solidarity
with the standpoint of Kurdistan Journalists»
Syndicate by publicizing an Announcement of
Solidarity and Mutual support in the Letter No.
(61914/) dated 3rd Dec., 2015 with reference
to the Kurdistan Journalists» Syndicaters Letter
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